Utilisation of transluminal extraction atherectomy in the treatment of saphenous vein graft disease: two case reports.
Saphenous vein graft disease is an increasing problem as more patients undergo bypass grafting and to date the most effective management strategy remains undefined. The major limitations of angioplasty for saphenous vein graft lesions are the risk of distal embolization and restenosis. Primary stenting in this situation results in superior lumen enlargement and higher procedural success but is still associated with significant restenosis. We describe two cases in which transluminal extraction (TEC) atherectomy is utilised for the treatment of vein graft disease with good immediate and long term angiographic results. The first case reports the use of TEC atherectomy for the primary treatment of a discrete eccentric filling defect, and the second case describes the use of this technique in the management of in-stent restenosis.